Chomsky’s Manufacturing Consent and Orwell’s 1984 -  (20 – 24 pts.)

(6) Orwell and Chomsky both conceive of a socio-political structure in which there are three groups, roughly <1%, 20% and 80% of the population.  What names are given to each of these groups?

	
	The less than 1%
	The 20% or so
	80% of the pop.

	Orwell’s 1984
	
	
	

	Chomsky’s Consent
	
	
	


(3) For both authors, what are the societal role of each of these three groups?

	Groups
	The less than 1%
	The 20% or so
	80% of the pop.

	Roles
	
	
	


(1) According to Chomsky, which group needs to be most thoroughly indoctrinated through media propaganda and why?

According to Chomsky, specific types of information are given to the 80%, with a specific purpose or intent.  Chomsky makes it clear that the 80% are not stupid.

(1) A. What types of information is given to the 80%?

(1) B. What is the purpose of this information?

(1) C. What proof does Chomsky give of the intelligence of the 80%?

(2) Reed Irvine claims that the mass media has a liberal bias.  Chomsky says the media does not have a liberal bias (he even questions what the word “liberal” means) but that it is essential that it appear to have a liberal bias.  According to Chomsky, towards whom is the mass media actually biased?  Why is it essential that it appear to have a “liberal” bias?

(2) Author Tom Wolfe claims that Chomsky is a “conspiracy theorist”, imagining people in small drawing rooms making decisions which control the country.  The film gives three refutations of Wolfe’s claim.  Give one of them and explain it.

(4) The film displays a bulleted list of 6 ways in which the media is filtered.  Choose two  (2) of these filters, explain what they are, and how they work.  Give specific examples of recent news stories (from this school year) which demonstrates these filters.

(1) According to Chomsky, team sports are not a “waste of time” but are an essential part of the psychological training needed in a propaganda model.  What is one of the functions of team sports in the model?

(1) According to Chomsky, why is it that student press/media is not highly restricted?

(1) Name one of the large media corporations which controls news in the U.S.

