Film Activity for “A State of Mind” and “La Sierra”

Comparison and Reflection – 25 pts.

Place name, date and period in the upper right hand corner of the paper.  

Prior to viewing the two films, create an “Inverse T Chart”.  This looks like a large upside-down letter “T” dividing the top half of the paper into two columns and leaving a wide half at the bottom.  The top half is for differences between the two governments, the bottom half is similarities between the two which are different than what we experience in the U.S.  Students should label the two unequal (top) columns after the two films and leave a space below for the comparisons and similarities.  Let students know they should take notes only to reference names and places (the names of the two Korean girls, the names of Edison and his two friends).  Students will come up with a total of 10 points of comparison between the two societies (a minimum of three in one section).  

The comparison and reflection sheet is due the day after we finish watching the film.

Reminders: 

1. Students are NOT comparing the films, they are comparing the societies.  (Thus a comment that both films are in color will receive no credit.)  They do not have to focus on the role of government in the people’s lives, but that may be useful for creating points of comparison.

2. If students comment on differences, they need to clearly state what the issue is like in both countries, for example, in Korea, they speak Korean, in Colombia they speak Spanish.  (That particular example is no longer useable since it has already been given).

3. If students comment on similarities, they need to emphasize elements which are NOT common in their own (U.S.) environment.  To say that both cultures have roads is a useless comparison since there are also roads in the U.S.

* * *

After they have seen both films, students should address the following questions in one paragraph for each question:

1. (5 pts.) If each film was shown to the people who are the subject of the film, what would they think/feel about they way they are presented?  Why?  (What do you base your  opinion on?)

2. (5 pts.) Are these films biased?  Are they propaganda films?  How do you determine if they are or are not?

3. (5 pts.) Which of these two societies would you prefer to live in? (This is a false-choice: you must pick one; no waffling.)  What do you prefer about the one you choose?  What do you not like about the one you do not choose?

