No End In Sight – Film Guide

While not conceived as a companion piece to the film “Why We Fight”, this film addresses the issue of “How We Fight” in terms of the Iraq Occupation.  It pointedly does not answer the question of why, but rather shows what happened through the voices of those who made it happen or witnessed the invasion and subsequent collapse into disorder of Iraq (2003 – 2006).  For those unfamiliar with the phases and stages of the war, the film can be intimidating at first.  The film makes use of nearly 40 interviews, primarily journalists and policy makers, predominantly from an American perspective.  Of those interviewed, five policy makers stand out in particular.  Viewers should focus on the roles and views of the following five:

Colonel Paul Hughes – Director of the Occupation in 2003

General Jay Garner – in charge of ORHA (Organization for Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance) in 2003

Ambassador Barbara Bodine – in charge of Baghdad during the occupation in 2003

Paul “Jerry” Bremer – Chief CPA Administrator in charge of all of Iraq 2003 – 2004 (Coalition Provisional Authority)

Walter Slocombe – Senior Advisor for the CPA

* * *

In addition to those five principal figures there are several critical policy makers who refused to be interviewed for the film, including Donald Rumsfeld (Secretary of Defense), Condoleeza Rice (National Security Advisor), and Dick Cheney (Vice President).  Others were not interviewed for various reasons such as George W. Bush (President), Colin Powell (Secretary of State), and Paul Wolfowitz.  

* * *

A. (1) In what year does Bush declare the end of major operations in Iraq?


B. (1) By 2006, according to Gerald Burke, approximately how many Iraqi civilians were being killed per day in bombings and attacks?

C. (1) According to Robert Hutchings of the National Intelligence Council, the descent into violence in Iraq is due in part to ignorance, rigid thinking and gross over-confidence on the part of the Bush Administration.  What did Bush do with the report on Iraq he had assembled?

* * *

D. (1) What connection was Marc Garlasco asked to find while serving as an Iraq analyst in the defense department?

E. (1) According to James Bamford, what was one of the propaganda threats spread by the Bush administration to rally public support for attacking Iraq?

F. (3) Name the three men who established the policy to attack Iraq.

G. (3) How do Rice, Powell, and Armitage each respond to the drive to drum up war with Iraq?


Rice - 


Powell – 


Armitage – 

* * *

HISTORY (1976 – 2002)

H. (1) Which U.S. president first supports Saddam Hussein in his attack on Iran?

I. (1) Which president called for southern Shi’ites to rebel against Saddam and then, when they did, did nothing overtly to aid them?

J. (2) According to Faisal Al-Istrabadi, the Iraqi Ambassador to the U.N., what was the result of the embargo placed on Iraq after the Gulf War?

* * *

NSPD-24 (January 20, 2003)

K. (2) NSPD-24 gave control of post-war Iraq to what agency and what individual?

L. (1) What was the name of the Iraqi expatriot upon whom the Bush Administration relied not only for intelligence but also for future leadership in Iraq?

* * *

WAR (March 19, 2003)

M. (1) Seth Moulton, David Yancey, and Hugo Gonzalez all enlist for what common reason?

N. (1) According to Chris Allbritton, how were the Americans received by the Iraqi people during the invasion?

O. (1) ORHA (The Organization for Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance) was established how long before the actual invasion?

P. (1) According to Richard Armitage, what expectation did the Bush administration have when they appointed Barbara Bodine as Ambassador to Iraq? 

Q. (1) What did the U.S. military do when looting broke out in Baghdad?

R. (1) When asked about the looting in Iraq, how does Rumsfeld dismiss the seriousness of the situation?

S. (2) In terms of securing sensitive sites, what document did Bodine give the Defense Department and what happened to her document?

T. (1) According to Nir Rosen, what was the only Iraqi ministry building to be protected by U.S. military immediately after the invasion?

U. (1) Which building was looted, its library and archives burned, causing irreparable damage to irreplaceable historical art and artifacts?

V. (2) What policy did General Shinseki call into question, (which led to his dismissal by the Bush administration)?  What did Shinseki call for

W. (1) The recent conflict in what region demonstrated the need for even more troops during reconstruction than during the invasion?

X. (2) According to Lieutenant Seth Moulton, what two things might have made the war and subsequent occupation more successful?


1. 


2. 

Y. (1) When ORHA entered Iraq on April 19, 2003, how many Arabic speakers did they have to help translate and set up reconstruction?


* * *

The Void

AA. (1) According to Nir Rosen, morgue statistics for murders changed from a pre-war once a month rate to what frequency?

BB. (2)  Moqtada al Sadr’s quote: “The small Satan has left, the Great Satan has come” is referring to whom?

CC. (1) Why didn’t CENTCOM make use of the Iraqi army in reconstruction as they had originally planned?

DD. (3) ORHA was phased out and the CPA (Coalition Provisional Authority) was put in place under the direction of Paul “Jerry” Bremer.  The film criticizes him for his lack of qualifications in three areas.  What were they?  (Note: same for Slocombe)


1. 


2. 


3. 

* * * 
Bremer’s Insurgency

EE. (3) According to the film, what were the three fatal decisions made by Walter Slocombe and Paul Bremer?


1. 


2. 


3. 

FF. (3) Who was not consulted about the disbanding of the Iraqi army?  (There are seven answers, half a point for each.)

GG. (2) Paul Hughes recounts the tale of the Iraqi officer who came to him after the disbanding order and asked, “All these soldiers… they have no recourse.  They have no money coming to them.  What are they supposed to do?”   How do the film makers visually provide an answer to this question?

Part II – No End in Sight (Being at 1:01 – The CPA)

A. (1) Why did the Neighborhood Advisory Groups Plan discontinued?

B. (1) Why does Paul Hughes hate the Green Zone?

C. (1) From the combined statements of Bodine, Armitage, and Hughes, why was Bodine fired?

D. (1) What was the basis for awarding reconstruction contracts in Iraq?  (Who got the jobs and why?)

E. (1) How much of the $18 Billion allocated by Congress in October 2003 for reconstruction in Iraq was used by the end of 2004?

F. (1) How did Sergio de Mello’s approach differ from the US approach to reconstruction?

G. (1) According to the film, what did the night search policy achieve?

H. (1) According to Gerald Burke, what was the problem of disbanding the Iraqi army?

I. (1) What happened at the UN headquarters on August 19, 2003?

J. (1) How many private contractors were in Iraq by 2004?

K. (1) In what city were four contractors killed in 2004, triggering a massive US military retaliation?

L. (1) How did Rumsfeld answer the question posed by the US soldier in Iraq asking why they had to dig through landfills to get proper armor for their vehicles?

* * * 

Things Fall Apart (1:20)

M. (1) What percent of Fallujah (pop. 350,000) was destroyed in the US attack?

N. (1) While the US was preoccupied in Fallujah, what was happening in southern iraq?

O. (1) What does Amazia Baram warn can happen to people’s attitudes towards democracy in Iraq?

P. (1) Both the Madhi army and the pro-Iranian Skiri attack what Iraqi group when they are not fighting each other?

Q. (1) What does Rumsfeld tell the American people in 2005 regarding the insurgency?

R. (1) Who replaces Rumsfeld as Secretary of Defense the day after the national elections in 2006?

* * *

Chaos

S. (1) According to Aida Ussaryan, in what way were the militias “very democratic”?

T. (3) According to Matt Sherman, the CPA advisor to the Iraqi ministry of the Interior, what three forms of violence took over Iraq by 2006?


1. 


2. 


3. 

U. (1) What was the direct cost of the war in 2007?  The indirect cost? 


Direct:  



indirect:  

V. (1) According to Ashton Carter, what country benefited most from our invasion of Iraq?

W. (1) According to Jay Garner, why were the mistakes made?  (Stay tuned for the film: “WHY We Fight”)

X. (4) What four things did Bush promise to bring to the Iraqi people?

Y. (1) Why does Hugo Gonzalez want to see success in Iraq?

Z. (5) Is this the best America can do?  Respond in a full paragraph.

