Underground Zero - Two Excerpts 

(12 pts. total: 4 pts per question)

The End of Summer
(3:00)

The Voice of the Prophet
(7:00)

We will watch each of these experimental film shorts twice.  For each one, work to identify the following three things:

What are the visuals in the short?  What do they show?  Do they symbolize anything?

What is the overt message of the speaker?  What are they literally saying?  What is their point?

What is the purpose or point of the filmmaker?  What is the filmmaker’s point of view?  Is this propaganda?  If so, how?  If not, what makes it not?

For a full hour’s lesson:

Write: “Propaganda” on the board.  Around it write the following:

2 + x = 4; therefore x = 2

“Have a Coke and a Smile!”

“Twinkle, twinkle, little star.”

“Lincoln is the worst president in the U.S. because his election triggered civil war.”

Ask students to come to a consensus/agreement on which of these is propaganda and which is not.  Then discuss why they are or aren’t.  Try to come up with some basic guiding principles:

Propaganda seeks to persuade through emotional appeal and specious reasoning.

