Unprecedented - The Florida 2000 Presidential Election

1. (3) Name three of the techniques used to deter voters from voting. (Five are mentioned.)

2. (1) What was the reason why governor Jeb Bush received so little of the African American vote (less than 10%) in 1994 (which he lost) and 1998 (which he won)?  

3. (1) How did the African-American community respond to Jeb Bush’s removal of affirmative action (other than just outrage)?

4. (1) What is the historical origin of the Felon Purge List? (Why was it orginally written?)

5. (1) Why did the Florida State elections office ask for loose matches to be made on the Felon Purge List?

6. (2) Explain two of the ways in which the felon purge list was erroneous.

7. (1) Why was it ironic that Data base Technologies (DBT) received $4 million to create their voter purge list?

8. (2) What illegal demand did the State of Florida make of people on the voter purge list?  Why was this illegal?

9. (2) What critical error did the Gore camp make in demanding that only 4 counties be recounted?  Why did the Democrats make this error?  

10. (2) Explain what an overvote is, and why people would make such an error.

11. (1) What was hyporcitical about the Republicans claiming that a hand recount was inaccurate for the Bush-Gore election of 2000? (hint: Texas law)

12. (1) What is hypocritical about the Republicans pressing for the issue to be resolved in Federal Court instead of State Court? (hint: it pertains to the Republican advocacy of “less government.”)

13. (2) What were the roles of Katherine Harris and Bill Scherer in securing a Republican victory?  What were their official positions and how did each of them go outside their official capacities to ensure their candidate won?

14. (2) Why were 680 illegal absentee votes included in Harris’ certification?  Why was this an effective technique?

15. (2) Who ordered that there be a manual recount in all counties and on what grounds did they decide there should be?

16. (2) Name two Supreme Court Justices that had apparent conflicts of interest which might have been grounds for them to recuse themselves.  What were those conflicts of interest?

17. (1) According to Justice Breyer, who was the loser of the 2000 Florida election? 

18.  (X) Reviewing your notes, list as many factors as you can in which, had any one of those factors been altered, would have lead to a different election outcome.

