“Why We Fight” Study Guide

“Why We Fight” is a densely constructed, information-packed critique of the entire American political and military system.  Some students may find themselves overwhelmed by the vast quantity of information presented in such a concentrated manner.  The purpose of this study guide is to focus students’ attention on certain issues raised in the film, and to provide a background for the terminology and concepts presented in the film.  

Eisenhower’s Farewell Address shapes the basic theme of the film: the dangers of the “military-industrial” complex.   The film mixes both personal commentaries and political analysis.  Personal Stories include those of: Wilton Sekzer, whose son died in 9-11; William, a young military recruit; and Karen Kwiatowsky, retired military who worked at the Pentagon at the beginning of the conflict.  Political commentary is provided by a wide range of views including Liberal viewpoints (such as those of Gore Vidal) and the opinions of Conservative and Republican commentators such as Bill Kristol, Richard Perle, and John McCain who actively shaped the policies implemented by the Bush administration in the Iraqi invasion. 

It is strongly recommended that students read part IV of Eisenhower’s speech before viewing the film.  Identify what Eisenhower is warning about and why he sees it as a problem.

Key Phrases: (look these up and discuss their meaning, prior to the film)  - 16 pts. (incl. dates)
Blowback

Collateral Damage

Cost-benefit Analysis

Domino Theory

Embedded Journalists/Reporters

Government Contractors

Military-industrial Complex

OIF (Operation Iraqi Freedom)

Revolving Door Policy (Pay to Play, Quid pro quo)

Standing Armies

Swords to Ploughshares

Think-tanks

Wrapped in the Flag

Three Significant Dates will be mentioned in the film.  See if you can identify them after the film is over:

August 6, 1945

January 17, 1961

March 19, 2003

Focus Questions:  Read these Questions before watching the film.  Try to answer them after viewing the film:

Part I (first 50 minutes):

(1) What was the occasion of Eisenhower’s speech?

(1) What further definition of “blowback” is there, other than “unintended consequences”? 

(1) Why are parts of the B-2 bomber built in every state?

(3) Name three places which the US has unilaterally attacked, unprovoked in the past 60 years.


(1) 



(2) 



(3)

(1) Paul Wolfowitz’ plan was based on the idea that the US should be the only what?

(3) What is Richard Perle’s attitude towards:

(1)  the war in Iraq, 

(2) Saddam Hussein, 

(3) and Vice-President Cheney?

(1) What is ironic about John McCain’s criticisms of Haliburton?  (note the interruption in the interview)

(1) What is KBR? (what do the initials stand for and what IS it?)

(1) How did Cheney’s net worth change after he left his position as Secretary of Defense under Reagan-Bush but before he became vice-president?

Part II (last 50 minutes)

(1) According to the speakers, what ended the conflict in Viet Nam?

(1) Why is oil indispensable for the American Empire?

(1) With what country did the US conspire in order to overthrow the elected president of Iran and replace him with the Shah?

(1) Why did we befriend Saddam Hussein?

(4) Name the FOUR (4) components of the military-industrial complex.

(A) 



(B) 



(C) 



(D)

(3) What were the three countries listed by George W. Bush as the “axis of evil”?

(A)


(B) 


(C)

(1) What was the purpose of the “Office of Special Plans” in the Pentagon?

(1) What was the purpose of “embedded reporters”?

(1) Why does William Solomon go into the service?

(1) Why doesn’t Karen Kwiatowsky want her children to go into the service?

(1) How does Wilton Sekzer feel about the president?  Why?

(1) What was Senator Robert Byrd’s complaint about the Congressional Approval of the War in Iraq?

(3) For whom is opposing the war a liability?  (three groups are mentioned)

(A) 



(B) 



(C) 

(1) What is one of the possible reasons why there was no exit strategy from Iraq?

(6) Why do we fight?  - Provide this response as a short essay.

(These questions should be discussed before a quiz is administered.) 40 pts. for this section.

